
YEARBOOK PHOTOS 
Next Wednesday 1/24 will be a cohort/club/activities group photo day. 
Please be prepared to have these photos taken throughout the day! 

VEX ROBOTICS STATE CHAMPIONSHIP CONCESSION 
DONATIONS & VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
Please mark your calendars for the VRC State Championship at MCC 
being held on the weekend of February 17th & 18th. Some of the Spark 
Robotics teams are competing on Saturday and then we also host the 
VEX IQ championship on Sunday for the elementary & middle school kids. We are looking for volunteers! Use 
the link below to sign up for a shift in the concession stand or watch for an email from Mr. Larochelle in which 
he’ll be looking for help in other areas. We also need donations of food and supplies for the concession stand! 

That link is also below. 
Link to sign up for a shift in the concession stand: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B044AA4AF23A3F85-47132463-
robotics#/ 
Link to sign up for food donations for the concession stand: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A49A9AB2AA1FE3-47180056-
vexrobotics#/ 
All members of the Spark robotics team should plan to volunteer with 
Mr. Larochelle on Sunday 2/18. This counts toward your community 
service hours! 

REPORT CARDS 
Semester One report cards have been published in Alma and sent out via 
email. Important note: the GPA that is displayed on the report card is for 
the semester only. Cumulative GPAs are found on transcripts. 

UPDATING CONTACT INFORMATION 
We do our best to communicate with our families using several different 
methods to ensure that you all remain informed. These methods include 
email, this newsletter, a powerful new SIS system, our website, and our 
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Facebook page. If your email address or other contact information 
changes, please be sure to notify us! If you have never received an 
invitation to Alma, please reach out! Thank you! 

FOURTH YEAR STUDENTS 
Please return your cap & gown order forms ASAP! 

INSTRUCTIONAL TIME & EARLY DISMISSALS 
While we understand how hard it can be to get healthcare 
appointments, please remember to try and schedule students’ 
appointments outside of school hours whenever possible. When it 
comes to things like driving lessons, extracurricular activities, and things 
of that nature, we very much appreciate it if they could be set up for 
times other than during school hours. 
Please remember that when students are to be dismissed early, parents 
should notify Mrs. Roberts via the attendance email no later than the 
morning of the dismissal unless it is an emergency situation. If the 
student is not driving themselves, a parent should also come in to sign 
them out. 
Students who are ill need to tell their teacher, who will send them out to 
see Mrs. Roberts for an assessment. Should they need to leave school, 
she will contact the parent. Reminder: students are not to have cell 
phones in class. 

SUPPLIES NEEDED 
We are in need of Clorox wipes and could use more ramen noodles and 
healthy snacks, please. Thank you. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
Tuesday 1/23 – Info Night for Prospective Families 
Wednesday 2/14 – First progress reports of S2 
February 17 & 28 -  VEX Robotics State Championship 
Monday 2/19 – No Spark classes (President’s Day) 

TUTTLE THOUGHTS 
We have started new classes and we are moving forward to the end of 
the year. One thing that stands out when changes are happening is the 
way that we communicate with each other.  What is our role in 
communication and how do we make sure that everyone is on the same 
page? This is a challenge that everyone has, and when you look at it 
everyone believes that they have communicated and it ends somewhere 
else.   
Communication is a weird thing. Sending out a message is only part of 
it. Listening to others, clarifying what has been heard, and following 
through are also key parts. It is just as important for a person to make 
sure that the message is received as it is that they sent it.   



As students move through their time here at Spark Academy, they will 
continue to find ways and opportunities to learn how to communicate 
and take ownership of what is going on around them. They need to 
ask questions, have conversations and be an active participant in 
making sure that everything is communicated.   
Communication is work and it is not a box that you can check off on a 
to do list.  Please take the time to look at how we communicate and 
figure out ways to make it better. 
  
Have a great weekend! 

John Tuttle 

Director


