
THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR WINNERS
Broadway Bound GC: Tim Mckenzie

Fisher Cats tickets: Ann Williams

Campbell’s round of golf: Gina Anastos

Family Camping basket: Bruce Reith Jr.

$200 cash: Jim & Ilene Peace

NO SPARK CLASSES TOMORROW
Due to the likelihood of poor travel throughout the state tomorrow and 
the fact that we have students and staff members traveling from all over 
NH, we have made the decision to use one of our snow days. There will 

be no Spark classes tomorrow, Friday Dec. 16th. Students will have 
assignments to complete – check Canvas classrooms. This will also give 
you an opportunity to turn in things that were due previously. Use your 
time wisely. Please remember that MCC classes are a separate thing and 
you need to plan to check MCC’s schedule and attend MCC class if applicable.

CLOSINGS & DELAYS IN GENERAL
We would just like to remind everyone that you will be alerted to Spark weather-related closings and 

delays via text and email. Announcements will also be posted on the 
WMUR website and the school Facebook page.

STUDENT COUNCIL BAKE SALE
Our last bake sale of 2022 will be held next Wednesday, 12/21! Please 
send in your baked goods on Tuesday if possible, individually packaged 
and labelled for allergen identification. Thank you for your support!

TRIVIA NIGHT - THURSDAY, JANUARY 19
For our first student & family engagement of 2023, join us for a fun game 
of trivia (pizza and refreshments provided) on Thursday, January 19 from 
5:30pm-7pm. Bring a team of up to 5 players, or play by yourself; prizes 
include tubing passes to Gunstock, our fabulous Spark merch, and 
more!. This is a great way to get to know the Spark community and to 
connect with Spark staff. Please email Mr. Long 
(matt.long@sparkacademynh.org) with any questions.
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STAFF LUNCHEON THURSDAY 12/22
The Parent Support Committee will host a catered holiday lunch for our 
incredible faculty and staff at Spark Academy next Thursday.

We see this as a small token of appreciation for all that the staff does for our 
students.

Parents, we hope you will help us fund this lunch with a monetary donation. 
Donations of cash or check - made out to Spark Academy - can be turned in 
to Ms. Roberts at the front desk. Venmo donations can also be made to Sarah 
Shakour -  @SarahM-Shakour  

Please be sure to label all donations with “Spark Staff Holiday Lunch.”

Any leftover funds will remain in the Parent Support Committee account for 
future activity expenses. Thank you!

MATH DAY
This week’s Exploration Wednesday was a Math Day, and our students spent 
time knot tying linear equations, playing math Jeopardy, and learning about pay 
stubs, tax filing, and banking (part 2.) All of our teachers are working hard creating our Wednesday 
programs this year and they are doing a great job!

Speaking of Wednesdays, the two Wednesdays following Christmas Break will be regular class/study 
periods (1/4 and 1/11.) This should enable everyone who has work to make up to get it turned in before 
grades close on January 13th. 

HEALTHY PRACTICES REMINDER
Please remember that if you have symptoms of illness, you should stay home if possible and wear a mask if 
you choose to come to school. Anyone with a fever should stay at home. Masks are available at Spark for 
everyone and you should continue to wash your hands thoroughly throughout the day. There is a lot of 
illness going around and these are simply good practices going forward. Thank you for helping to protect 
the health of your community.

ROBOTICS TEAM NEWS
VEX Robotics is a program where the students do ALL the designing, 
building, and driving - adults are not supposed to touch the robots. The 
students are expected to keep an engineering notebook to document the 
design process and they should keep improving their robot throughout 
the season. The game changes every year and is set up to encourage 
teamwork and cooperation. Randomly paired 2v2 alliances play each 
match and the top teams choose their partners going into the elimination 
rounds. The team mentor(s) are there to guide, advise, and challenge the 
participants, but ultimately each student gets out of the program what 
they put into it.

Last weekend at the Pemi-Baker VRC tournament at Plymouth Regional 
HS, Spark Academy had five teams competing: Sprinkles, Sparkles, X-
Wing, Lost in Space, and Axon. Three of them made it all the way to the 
semifinals, but all of the students represented Spark Academy very well 
and did a great job – regardless of where they finished. First seed Team 



Axon and second seed Team Sprinkles ended up facing off in the finals 
where Axon and their alliance partner took the top prize, making this the 
third time this year that Team Axon finished in first place, attained the 
highest skills score, and won the Excellence Award. Congratulations!! 

TUT TUT, LOOKS LIKE RAIN: A SHOWER OF UPDATES 
FROM THE DIRECTOR
Only three weeks left in this semester - wow, time is flying by!  There are a 
few things that we need to make sure we are all thinking about so that we 
can support each other during this time.  

4th year Students - We have a meeting on 12/21/22 at 11:00 AM to 
discuss the plans for next semester and in preparation for your graduation. 
We will be in room 310. Also it is important to remember that if you are 
taking a Spark class, you still have classes.

3rd Year Students - You should have a plan on what college classes you 
are taking next Semester.  Also it is important to make sure that you are 
reviewing what you need to complete before the end of this Semester. If 
you need support, please see Ms. Minery or myself.

1st and 2nd year Students - Please review all of your classes in Canvas to 
make sure that you are completing assignments.  If you have questions, 
please reach out to your teacher so they can help you make a plan to 
complete what is needed. 

There will be some time provided to students during the school day to 
work on their assignments and make up missing work. The semester ends 
on 1/13/23 (yes, that is Friday the 13th.)

Also if you are going to miss any school during the holidays it is important 
that you have met with your teachers to make sure that you have a plan to 
complete all of your assignments.

 

Have a great weekend! 

Sincerely, 

John Tuttle 

Director


